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The essentials at a glance: 
 
Project: The interior of a nineteenth century dwelling has been renovated and remodelled.  
Location: Rotterdam, The Netherlands 
Interior design: Lex de Gooijer, Rotterdam 
Dornbracht product: Vaia 
Product design: Sieger Design 
 

 

Transitional style:  
Bathroom architecture that spans traditional and modern  
 
Iserlohn/Rotterdam, March 2019 
In the prestigious residential district of Kralingen, close to Rotterdam city centre, the interior designer 
Lex de Gooijer has renovated and remodelled a traditional nineteenth century house. Taking as his 
inspiration the “Transitional Style” interior design trend, which is a mix of traditional and modern style 
elements, de Gooijer has created a look that is both cosmopolitan and luxurious. Dornbracht’s premium 
Vaia fitting, which is noted for its elegant yet progressive design, was chosen for the bathroom 
architecture. Exciting contrasts merge to become an arrangement of timeless elegance.    

  
 “My idea”, says Lex de Gooijer, “was to give a 2019 interpretation to the classic look and feel of a 
nineteenth century dwelling – from the living room, to the kitchen, to the bathroom architecture”. The 
historical context of his home town also influences the style. Rotterdam is shaped both by industrial change 
and by contemporary architecture. This combination of traditional and modern elements defines the 
Transitional Style. “A modern update for tradition. Timeless, but with a glimpse of history”, is how de Gooijer 
himself describes the remodelling of the 600 square metre dwelling that is designed for a family with two 
children. The building project not only covered renovation, it also included some modernisation of the floor 
plan, with open transitions. This free-flowing interior design with its complementary style elements appears 
consistently throughout the house.   
 
Colours and finishes create exciting contrasts 
In keeping with the owners’ desire to create a light bathroom architecture, de Gooijer fashioned both the 
main bathroom and the bathroom for the children holistically in a white marble characterised by an organic, 
wave-like structure. He also chose special colouring for the white stone, combining its shades of pink and 
grey with graphic black marble lines for a dynamic visual effect. His plan for the guest bathroom involved 
three different kinds of black-and-white marble from Italy, Portugal and Greece. These contrasting colours 
form the environment for Dornbracht’s Vaia fitting, in a Dark Platinum matt design. In the main bathroom, he 
integrated two double washplaces – in white marble for the parents and in black marble for the children, 
with a further, single washplace in the guest bathroom. “The marble brings the component of timelessness 
to the bathroom architecture, with the design of Vaia mediating between style worlds to create identity”, 
explains Lex de Gooijer. 

 
Vaia: An elegant yet progressive design for a new modern iconography  
Inspired by the Transitional Style interior design trend, Vaia embodies a soft, balanced design language. Its 
delicate spout picks up a traditional shape and transposes it to a new, open silhouette.  
There is a traditional feel to the handles as well – available as cross-handles or levers, they combine 
geometric shapes and soft contours. The rosettes are tapered, creating an especially smooth transition to 
the washstand. Vaia is therefore equally at home in traditional and modern bathroom architectures – as well 
as those that combine the elements of different style worlds, in keeping with the Transitional Style. 
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The architectures designed in this way offer planning and creative inspiration, for architects, interior 
designers and bathroom planners as well as for private developers. 
 
More about Vaia on the Internet: 
www.dornbracht.com/vaia/  
 
 
About Dornbracht 
Aloys F. Dornbracht GmbH & Co. KG, with headquarters in Iserlohn, is a globally active, family-run 
manufacturer of high-quality designer fittings and accessories for bathroom/spa and kitchen.  
The Dornbracht brand claim “Culturing Life” continues the years of discussion and debate about these 
environments and expands the company’s fundamental design and water expertise: technological 
innovation to promote connectivity and comfort, and the prevention of ill health through a focus on daily 
well-being, will increasingly characterise the company’s future brand orientation and product development. 
Dornbracht is forever designing - and cultivating - life anew. A long-running cultural commitment through 
the Culture Projects provides Dornbracht with an ongoing source of fresh inspiration, while advancing 
innovation and technology leadership in bathrooms and kitchens. The intelligent, open Smart Water 
system makes Dornbracht one of the first to transpose the opportunities and possibilities of digitalisation to 
these environments. Dornbracht is part of the Dornbracht Group that, along with Alape, brings together 
two premium bathroom and kitchen suppliers. Enthusiasm about innovative technologies and the highest 
quality of workmanship is simply part of everyday life for the more than 1,000 Group employees. 
 
More about Dornbracht online: 
dornbracht.com - instagram.com/dornbracht_official - linkedin.com/company/dornbracht 
pinterest.com/dornbracht - twitter.com/dornbracht - facebook.de/dornbracht - youtube.com/dornbracht 
 
The fastest way to specify premium bathrooms and kitchens: professional.dornbrachtgroup.com  

 
Dornbracht Press Office: 
Meiré und Meiré, Andrea Ruppert / Jan-Patrik Frohn, Lichtstr. 26-28, 50825 Köln, 
T. +49(0)221 57770-408/ -410, E-Mail: a.ruppert@meireundmeire.de / j.p.frohn@meireundmeire.de 
 
Your contact at Dornbracht:  
Bettina Hornemann / Anke Siebold-Laux, Köbbingser Mühle 6, 58640 Iserlohn,  
T. +49(0)2371 433-2130 / -143. E-Mail: bhornemann@dornbracht.de/ asiebold-laux@dornbracht.de 

 

 

 
 


